
28th August 2015 
Email to Tracy Emmeny of Wealden District Council Business Rates Department 
 
Dear Tracy, 
See below for a comparison table that shows the provisional rateable values suggested 
by The Valuation Office in 2012.  If you compare these with the R.V. that we are 
paying NOW (which went UP in April 2015) you will see that The Valuation Office 
proposed rates rises that were impossible to consider.  Some of the rises were almost 
THREE TIMES the R.V. that we were paying at the time of the provisional 
assessment which I asked for following your visit with John Richards, about three 
years ago. 
 
You will see that all the revised valuations are greater than £6000 so none of these 
tenants would be eligible for full rate relief under the new valuation anyway. 
I’m happy to continue the way that it is.  It means that no tenant here can claim rate 
relief, and neither can we. 
 
1.) If we keep it the same, then, if we sell the property as one in the future there will 
be an advantage in not having more than twenty different rates obligations. 
2.) As you said the rate relief situation will not be forever. It could be withdrawn at 
any time. 
3.) The other disadvantage to us is the whole new pile of paperwork involved if the 
places were separately rated. 
 
However if the whole of Highgate Works were to be rated as separate units and the 
R.V. was what it is now then I would go ahead and make the change.  The other 
disadvantage is that once done I cannot go back to the way it is now. 
 
Best wishes 
john 
 
 
  PROVISIONAL R.V 
  R.V.2012 2016 

STARLINGS £15,750.00 £3,588.00 
STARLINGS   £2,892.00 
CHAFFINCH £11,000.00 £4,416.00 
LITTLE OAKS £10,250.00 £3,806.00 
ROOKERY STUDIO £10,750.00 £1,942.00 
ROOKERY 1   £2,398.00 
ROOKERY 2 £9,400.00 £3,591.00 
ROOKERY 3 £8,200.00 £3,504.00 
ROOKERY 4 £11,250.00 £5,068.00 
 


